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b lieve that Dreyfus is innocent. The mat­
te: has reached such a stage that the evidence
can no longer be suppressed out of regard
for international feelings. In case the pres­
ent Ministry faUs, M. Brisson, the Premier,
will have the satisfaction of having acted like
an honest and courageous man. 1t is not
easy to see how the Chamber can overthrow
him. Much will depend upon M. Cavaignac,
the former Secretary of War, whose speech
against revision was ordered to be placarded
in every French commune. That speech was
based largely upon the .letter which Colonel
Henry since confessed to be a forgery.
The ground, therefore, has been eut from
under the feet of M. Cavaignac, and it is not
easy ta see how he can, without shifting his
position, antagoniie the Ministry for its atti­
tude; but it is impossible to predict what
will happen. An eminent Frenchman once
described the French Senate as "a box of
matches i" the Chamber of Deputies is even
more inflammable.

The probable \course of
The Chinese Tragedy

events in China out-
lined in these columns last week has followed
upon the deposition of the Emperor with
tragic swiftness. Early in 'the week it was
given out that the Emperor's health was
failing rapidly, and leading physicians were
summoned to his aid from the different
provinces. This was followed three days
later by the announcement that the Emperor
had committed suicide. That he is dead
there appears to be little doubt; that he com­
mitted suicide is very generally discredited.
The mysterious fate which has swept away
aU those who have stood in the path of the
Dowager Empress, Tsi-An, or who have in. '
~ny ~ay l.nterfered with the working out of
ner msabable ambition has overtaken the, ,
man whom she selected to be her puppet.,
but who attempted to assert himself. The
Emperor's adviser, Kang Yu Wei who has
probably had a good deal to d~ with the
h .
apmg of the reforms which the Emperor

had in mind, would have shared his master's
fate if the latter had not warned him in time
to seek protection under the British flag.
The tragedy in the palace will not affect the
~ountry at large, because very few relatively
~n the entire population of Chin~ will eve;

no
1
w a~ything about it, and because the,

rea ruhna. \
tu b li, pOwer 10 the Empire is not dis-

r ed. The administration is conducted

'through two Cabinets, of one of which Li
H ung Chang, who now comes back to posi­
tion and authonty, has long been the master­
spirit. The real power behind the throne is
the Dowager E mpress, Li H ung Chang's
faithful ally and co-worker. l t must be re­
membered also that the Chinese care nothing
for the ruling dynasty, the rule of which is
still to them a foreign rule. The chief
anxiety connected wi th this tragic episode is
the influence which it will have upon the
relative position of the Great Powers. It
apparently involves a .serious loss of EngHsh
influence at Pekin, and apparently a great
gain for Russian influence; and England is
very anxious to know whether Russia has
played any part in this tragedy. If she has
been concerned in it, it would seem that,
however sincere the Czar's recent peace
manifesto may have been, he cannot count
on' the support of his own Ministers; nor
can England rest in Russia's officially ex­
pressed purpose to work amicably with her
in China on the basis of different spheres of
influence.

The Queen of Denmark,
A Notable Queen

who died at Copenhagen on
Thursday of last week, although the sov­
ereign of a small country, had filled a very
conspicuous position in Europe, and had
lived a most adventurous and romantic life.
She was born Princess Louise of Hesse­
Cassel in 1817; at {wenty-five years of age
she became engaged to Prince Christian of
Schleswig-Holstein. The ear]y part of her
married life was spent in a dreary old castle
on the Rhine. Prince Christian was, in 1852,
appointed in succession to the crown of Den­
mark, and the family removed to·Copenhagen.
They were not warmly we1comed, and the
relations which existed in the royal family
called for the greatest tact on the part of the
young Princesse Prince Christlan was so
straitened in finances that he was glad to
increase his income by furnishing designs
for illustrated books and papers. The Prin­
cess, who was an extremely charming woman
in appearance and in manner, showed herself
a masterly housekeeper, taught her children
to make and design their own toilets, and in
every way proved herself a woman of extr~or.

dinary force of character. She was pasSlOn­
ately devoted to music, and was regarded as
one of the best amateur pianists and harpists
in Europe. She was, in a very unusual


