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expel1ed, the President not being able to re­
press an indignant" That is unworthy of the
place," before inviting the Reporter to pro­
ceed. In his cap and gown Reporter Bard
is a distinguished-Iooking personage. His
career has been extr.emely rapid and brilliant,
and he is alre'ady regarded as a jurist of the
first rank. Cresarians, clericals, militarists,
and anti-Semites alike may well tremble at
his conclusions. __

The next day Procurator-General Manau,
a dignified and respect-imposing man" pre­
sented his réquisitoire, or charge~ to the
Court, covering aH points. Let it not be for­
gotten that, first of aU his colleagues, M.
M'anau had proclaimed the condemned Zola
an honest man. He did as much for Drey-

fus, reading the latter's letters. In the first
the prisoner says: "1 am accused of the m.ost
monstrous crime a soldier can commit. Even
now 1 believe that 1 am the dupe of a terrible
nightmare. But 1 hope in God and in jus­
tice. The truth will come out in the end.
My conscience is calm and tranquil, and
reproaches me with nothing." The last
letter, four years later, ends with the words:
" 1 am daily waiting to learn that the day of
justice has at last dé;lwned for us." " That
hour," exclaimed M. Manau, "seems to us to
have come." He was right. The next day
the Court announced its decision to recog·
nize the request as receivable and to dec1are
itself ready to proceed to an official and- com­
prehensive inquiry.

Christmas with the Children
By Emilie Poulsson

O
NE of the kindergarten Christmas
songs gives so good a presentation

1 of the different aspects of Christmas
that l 'should like to take it as a starting­
point:

Christmas 1 Merry Christmas 1
We greet it with glee,

With laughter and singing,
So_joyful are_we.

It bdngs us full stockings
Crammed down to the toe,

And fine Christmas trees
Qn whose boughs presents grow.

But we know a reason
That is better than these

For welcoming Christmas Day;
Listen now, please.

Dear God sent a Christmas gift,
Long, long ago,

To make people happy
And better, we know ;

And so we, too, try,
As the day comes each year,

To make our friends happy,
And sad folks to cheer.

Here we_have the suggestion of the joUy
Christm?-s with the stockings and the at­
tendant ideas of Santa Claus and the reindeer
and the chimney mystery, the delightful
Christmas tree and its wondrous fruit; and
then, after this exuberance of childish joy, a
tender, thoughtful recognition of the origin

, of Christmas; and finally, as the outcome of
this, deeds of love not only to friends but to
sorne in need of love and service. This
seems fo me to sketch the complete Christ­
~as.

The Santa Claus idea has its advocates
and its disparagers, and there is force in
what both urge for and against the children's
belief in their patron saint. The only cau­
tion which 1 think necessary to observe is
with regard to the manner of giving the idea
and of explaining it as a fanciful story when
the child is oider. The mother must not
make Santa Claus too seriously real, and
must Dot break with n.J.de abrupiness the
spell which she has woven in earlier days.

The many pictures and rhymes about Santa
,Claus, with the yearly wonder of the stock­
ing, are sufficient grounds, surely, for the
child 's belief in him; but as the child begins
té> think and to ask close questions about
Santa Claus, shaH we fiot take {hat as a hint
that we must begin to be less realistic in our
stories of him, that we mu~t"let the ~pirit of
Santa Claus show more and more, graduaHy
eliminating the personality?

We enjoy the innocent credulity which
accepts our wonder stories so trustingly that
the child blows letters up the chimney to
Santa Claus, and puts Santa Claus's name
into the God-blesses of the evening prayer,
or wants to make a present for Santa Claus,
who is so kind.

But we must be careful that we do not
encourage the credulity over long; for, be­
sides the shock of a sudden disillusion,' there
is the danger of inducing the child to pretend
to a belief which he no longer really cherishes.
Belief in Santa Claus should not be fostered


