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These two letters written on this unusual paper, and the strong
similarity between the writing of the bordereau and that of
Esterhazy would seem to be conclusive of the guilt of Ester­
hazy and the innocence of Dreyfus. It had no effect whatever
on Bertillon or hii faith in his theory. E~terhazy, says he, has
simply practiced imitating the writing of the borde'reau. There
has been time enough to prepare the letters of 1892 and 1894,
write them on the peculiar paper, and produce them after Ester­
hazy's acquittal by the court-martial, to the end that, Esterhazy
being now safe, Dreyfus would be freed. This, of course, was

.. the work of the" Syndicate" - the Jews.
A probable explanation of this curious vagary in a man of

Bertillon's reputation will, perhaps, be found in the cause of
that very reputation. As everyone knows the" Bertillon sys­
tern" is based upon minute nleasurements; he himself lives in
an atmosphere of millimetres. What cannot be determined by
measurement, has no value to. him. In short, his system has
become with him simply an· obsession.

Given this obsession in a man of highly nervous temperament,
such as Bertillon, and the" theory" is psychologically accounted
for. The world, however. owes him thanks for a new idea, the
conception of a man forging his own handwriting!

The "Affai1'e Dl'tyfus" has caused much evil, but it pro­
duced one great man. From the lies and anonymous letters of
Commandant du Paty de Clam, the perjury and forgery of
Colonel Henry, the cynicism, moral obliquity and treason of
Esterhazy; from plot and counter-plot; from the muck and mire
of dirty politics; from the cowardice and deceit of the General
Staff we turn to regard one grand figure - Picquart. A colonel
of the army, head of an important department, able, brilliant,
young, a career unparalleled was opening out before him.

Like nearly all army officers, he believed in the guilt of
Dreyfus. But his official position gave him access to the secret
papers, known only to a limited few, on the faith of which, be­
hind closed doors, the court-martial of 1894 convicted Dreyfus.
His suspicions were aroused, and he began to investigate the
secret dossier, du Paty and Henry. He started the investigation
which led finally to the revision of the sentence.
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At once the conspirators sought to destroy him. He faced
them all; the press, the public, the army. He sacrificed his
brilliant career, was degraded, imprisoned. For what? For
that thing which 80 many of his fellow-officers talked of contin­
ually, yet so little understood - honor. He suffered and fell,
that justice might be clone to the despised Jew on Devil's
Island.

In the memory of living men, the French army has not pro­
duced such another soldier. And the pity of it is, that the army
did not know him when they saw him.

FRANK P. BLAIR.

CHICAGO, ILLS" May, 1901.

:

..

, r

YOLo XXXV. 26

r


